Teachers have a demanding work day.
Not only do they teach, but they counsel
students, prepare budgets, coach ath-
letic teams, and even patrol cafeteria
and recess areas. And after the last bell
rings, they don’t just go home and take
it easy. They have to prepare lessons,
homework assignments and tests, cor-
rect and mark students’ work, calculate
grade averages and talk to parents.

Of all these jobs, perhaps the most
time-consuming is figuring semester
and final grade averages. Until recently,
grade averaging was done with pencil
and paper, then a hand calculator. Now
teachers are discovering that a personal
computer and a gradebook program can
speed up this process and let them ma-
nipulate their data in more productive
ways. Not only can they figure grade av-
erages, but also generate various types
of reports for use throughout the school
year. Electronic gradebooks are flexible
and powerful enough to accommodate
all teaching levels, too, from elementary
through college.

A basic feature of all gradebook pro-
grams is the class roster. Most programs
can handle many classes, with varying
numbers of students, allow you to add
or delete students and create a duplicate
roster if you have the same group of
students for different subjects.

The fundamental purpose of a grade-
book is to calculate individual averages,
but various programs do this in different
ways. With some, you input grades as
points earned out of a possible total. The
program keeps a running count and, at
the end of the semester, generates a sum
and converts it into a letter grade. With
others, you input letter grades and as-
sign numeric values to the letters. There
are even more flexible programs that
accept both letter and number input.

While calculating individual averages
is the main goal of gradebook programs,
some go further. They'll figure class av-
erages on particular assignments; per-
form statistical analyses such as standard
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If you’re a teacher,
a gradebook program
can save you time
and aggravation.

deviation, mean and median; and print
out graphs of class performance, as well
as reports and forms.

The report-printing function alone
makes gradebooks invaluable. With a
well-designed program, you can create
all the documents you'll need through-
out the year, including class lists with
semester grade averages; attendance
sheets; individual student progress re-
ports with missing assignments and
teacher evaluations; class performance
reports on particular assignments; and
parent communications. With some
gradebooks, you can design your own
reports.

Most schools still require the tradi-
tional hard-copy grading book as a per-
manent record, so electronic grade-
books let you create and print out ap-
propriate forms. You can tailor these to
include the student’s name and identi-
fication number, assignment type, due
dates, grades and averages—whatever
you need.

Electronic gradebooks incorporate
features found in spreadsheets and da-
tabases. For example, theyll let you
search for individual records and class
averages SO you can assess an individual
student’s performance or spot class
trends. You can also sort class rosters
into alphabetical or numerical order
and students’ grades into descending or-
der according to exam type or marking
period.

A crucial feature of a gradebook is the
ability to handle many categories of as-
signments, but allow you to exclude ir-
relevant ones when you're calculating
averages. It should also be able to as-
sign different weights to tests and pa-
pers, according to their importance.

The best electronic gradebooks have
anticipated these varying needs and pro-
vide an encompassing framework in
which you can work. Of course, it'll take
you time to learn how to use all the func-
tions of these programs; but for years
to come you'll save time and be more
productive.

Here's a brief look at three commer-
cially available electronic gradebooks for
the C-64 and C-128. They offer features
typical of gradebook programs on the
market today, and they illustrate the level
of professionalism that software devel-
opers are attaining. A list of manufactur-
ers and prices appears in Table 1.

Grade Manager

Grade Manager by ACS runs on the
C-64. It includes eight assignment cate-
gories you can customize to your class,
and it lets you assign weights to the
categories.

During setup, you input the total pos-
sible points for each assignment. Then,
when you actually input student grades,
you type the number of points achieved,
not the percentage or the letter grade.
The program calculates the percentage
grade based on this data.

Grade Manager lets you create, view,
modify and print out class rosters;
grades for individual students, the en-
tire class or specific assignment cate-
gories; and a variety of reports. It also
provides a screen dump, and the manual
includes a tutorial.

McGuffy’s Grader

A fairly new release, McGuffy’s Grader
for the C-64 and C-128 in 128 mode was
produced by Midwest Software in re-
sponse to teacher demand for a more
comprehensive gradebook program
than its Master Grades package. Mc-
Guffy’s Grader comes with a manual,
plus demos on disk for fast mastery of
the program.

1 tested the C-128 version, which op-
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erates in 80-Column mode and offers
windows - for combining data on the
screen. The program is constructed
around a 3000-entry spreadsheet that’s

designed for inputting, manipulat-.

ing, sorting and printing out student
information.

Twenty assignment categorles are
built into the program. It can also han-

_dle up to four marking periods at once,

and store data on up to nine classes on
one disk. Grades can be input as letters
or numbers, and when you're typing in
assignment scores, you can include a de-
scription of the assignment in an on-
screen information window. The same
kind of window is used for inputting
student names.

McGuffy’s Grader offers a lot of con-
trol over the setup of your gradebook
and produces a variety of printed lists
and reports, including a complete pro-
gress report for each student, with com-
ments. If you want to design your own
report, you can do that, as well as print
out gradebook pages and perform sta-
tistical analyses.

The documentation with McGuffy’s
Grader is clear and comprehensive, and
iteven provides advice on grading meth-
ods. This is a professional gradebook
management system that should meet all
your needs.

Grade Managér m

Smoky Mountain’s Grade Manager Il
is another quality program that, like the
ACS Grade Manager, runs on the C-64. It
accepts input from the numeric keypad.
The package includes two program disks,
a manual, a reference card and member-
ship in the Grade Manager III user’s
group, which sends out a newsletter.

This program can handle up to 95
assignments and grades per term and
then calculate averages for up to six

terms, including midterm and final
grades. It can also handle an unlimited
number of classes, each one with up to
100 students, and sort data on those stu-
dents. You can weight assignments as
certain percentages of the total grade,
and you can weight each term average.

Grades are input as percentages, or
you can type in the number of wrong
answers out of the total number of ques-
tions, and the program will calculate the
percentages. The grade display is either
in percents or letters, and it's possible
to modify the numeric equivalents of
letter grades.

Grade Manager III displays some re-
ports on the screen and prints out a lot
more in hard copy, including complete
gradebook reports and a report card
summary covering up to 600 students.
You can also print out progress reports
on individual students in the form of
a letter to the student, with room for
comments.

Grade Manager III is available in the
third release of Smoky Mountain Soft-
ware’s Gradebook Manager. It's been up-
dated according to teacher requests, and
the improvement is evident.

Does It Pass the Test?

As with any major software purchase,
before you buy an electronic gradebook,
take time to analyze your needs. Then
try to see in action any program you’re
considering.

Also, contact the manufacturer for the
names of teachers in your area who use
the program. Ask the teachers how they
like it and if theyll send you sample
printouts.

Your electronic gradebook can be
very important in your life. Be sure it’s
the one you need!ll
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Grade Manager/C-64
-Associated Computer Services .
/1306 E. Sunshine e
. -Springfield, MO 65804 :
© $69.95°

MeGuﬁ'y’s Grader/C-64.and C- 128 2
Midwest Software : ;
PO Box 214 '
l'-‘armmgton, MI 48024

Gnde II/C-64
* Smoky Mountain Software
PO Box 1710

Brevard, NC 28712

$69.95

tional purposes (at home or in school)
and would like to share your experiences
through The Resource Center, write me a letter
detailing the equipment you're using, subject
areas you teach, grade level or age of your
students, software you're using and any other
information you feel like including.
Also, if you'd like to donate public domain
educational programs to The Resource Center
for sharing with other educators or parents,
please send along a disk with a brief descrip-
tion of the program. Send corresptmdence and
disks to:

Margaret Morabito

The Resource Center

clo RUN Magazine

80 Elm St.

Peterborough, NH 03458

You can also leave masl in my online mail
boxes: CompuServe (70616,714) or Quan-
tumLink (MARGM).

Authorized Liquidator

Commodore Compatibie
Total Telecommunications™

® Access the stock market, take college
classes, do your shopping and more.
® For Commodore 64K or SX64.
© Has modular jacks for quick, easy
hookup to your phone system!
©® Works on TouchTone™ and Rotary
(puise) dialing (not PBX).
Overstock liquidation. Simple communi-
cations package connects 64K or SX64
for on-line telephone use. No special
computer knowledge required. This
super-intelligent software is completely
menu-driven and easy to understand.
Features: 30K software buffer. 300 Baud.
Auto-dial simplifies complex modem
steps. Upload, download of text, pro-
grams, data files. Captures and displays
hi-resolution, mapped graphics files.
Color selection menu. Equipment
needed: C64, monitor, and disk drive or
SX64.

NOTE: Price includes trial subscription to over 52 data
base services for vast information. Initial sign-up fee is
FREE. All you pay is the on-line time you use, plus
monthly rate~

90-Day Limited Factory Warranty.

mir. List $109.95 $ 19
Liquidation

PricedAt . ........
item H-2365-3646-007 Ship, hand: $4.00 ea.

phone, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Toll-Free: 1-800-328-0609

Sales outside the 48 states are subject to
special conditions, Please call or write fo inquire.

COMB.thMMCap. H-2385
1408 Xmmhm“l&m-pdc.msuﬂ-“ﬂ

Send___Modem(s) item H-2365-3646-007 at $19 each,

plus $4 each for ship, handlmg (Minnesota residents add

6% sales tax. Sorry, no C.0.D. orders.)

0O My check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in
processing orders paid by check)

crecx 0B o) Dﬂ B

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name
Address

S.%B | Direct Marketing Corp.

Authorized Liquidator
1405 Xenium Lane North
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55441-4494
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